CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


BANDA (ADAMAWA-UBANGI) 


PHONEMES AND ORTHOGRAPHIC SYMBOLS 


EXAMPLES 


/P/ 

N 
AV 

AS/ 
IfrJ 
M 

/g/ 

/kp/ 

/gb/ 
PI 


N 
/e/ 
/e/ 
/4/ 
/a/ 


k 

9 
kp 

gb 
q 


eh, e (after palatals) 

ah 

ih 

e (except /a/ 

after palatals 


ImJ 

m 

/mb/ 

mb 

/mv/ 

mv 

In! 

n 

/nd/ 

nd 

/nz/ 

nj 
nz 

/JV 

/gg/ 

/rjmgb/ 

ny 

ng 

ngb 


Tones: 


high 
mid 
low 


unmarked 


HI 

f 

M 

V 

/v/ 

vh 

/s/ 

s 

hi 

z 

HI 

sh 

ItJ 

zh 

N 

1 

m 

r 

N 

X 

M 

w 

1)1 

y 

hi 

u 

M 

u 

/of 



hi 

oh 

/oa/ 

oa 


When two tones appear on one vowel, it is doubled in order to be 
able to write both tones. 


ka 
bada 


d 

damba 

e 

ke 

eh 

keh 

f 
9 

gb 

h 

fangii 
gala 
gbaja 
haawa 

1 

ki 

ih 

kih 

J 
k 
kp 

1 

jama 
kaga 
kpata 
lasu 

m 

manda 

mb 

mbata 

mv 

mva 

n 

na 

nd 

ndaangbeh 

"9 
ngb 

ngapo 
ngbagu 


"J 

ny 

nz 

o 

oh 

P 

q 


njara 

nyaka 

nzagoa 

ko 

koh 

paka 

qa 

rua 

siingu 

sha 

tama 

ku 

vana 

vha 

wasa 

exuru 

yageh 


zh zhu 


to stop 

squirrel 

to resemble 

tail 

to be 

to shave 

gruel 

year 

wheel 

in vain 

to be sharpened 

to cry out 

green monkey 

hill 

mud 

pot 

door 

stool 

apart 

to go 

rabbit 

hoe 

dry season 

gap 

disobedience 

jackal 

to take 

to return 

wildcat 

to open 

to gather 

fish 

to turn aside 

shoes 

to spit 

four 

to fight 

tamarind 

lungs 

roan antelope 

to hold 

to burn 


ALPHABET 


a ah b c d e eh f g gb i ih j k kp 1 m mb mv n nd ng 
ngb nj ny nz oh p q r s sh t u uh v vh w x y z zh 

number of graphemes 4. 


Alphabets of Africta 

edited by Published by UNESCO Regional Office in Dakar (BKEDA) 

' 12, Avenue Roume, B.P 3311, Dakar, Senegal 

Rhonda L. Hartell isbn : 92-9091-020-3 


© UNESCO, 1993 
Printed by BREDA Press 


